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Reverend BRETHREN, 

I. Core”) S this Diſcourſe gave great 
7] 8 A * Offence when it was de- 
8 AN livered, and hasbeen ſince 

much miſrepreſented by 

| ſome of the Audience, I am obliged 
publickly to ſubmit it to the Judgment 
of 


(v) 
of all thoſe who regard the Holy Scrip- 
tures, and pay a due Deference to the 


Conſtitution of our Engh;/þ Church. 


II. The Particulars of the Offence 
Which was ſhewn at the Time of its 
being delivered, (tho' I believe unpre- 
cedented) I chuſe to conceal, as far as 
it lies in my Power. And I heartily 
wiſh they had been leſs public; that 
they might have been wholly conceal'd 
tor ever. 


III. I have little more to add, but 
that as Chriſtianity in general is at the 
loweſt Ebb, I ſincerely wiſh we might 
all join in earneſtly praying and wreſtling 
with Gop for the Reſtoration of it : 
That we might all endeavour both by 
our preaching and living, (thro' the 
Strength of Gob who is with us akvays 
unto the End) to revive a truly ſpiritual 


Religion, 


(vn) 
Religion, a Religion holy and undefiled; 
an inward Religion, converting the Soul, 
and filling it with all the Fruits of the 
Spirit. And as our own Church, in 
particular, is ſurrounded with Enemies 
on every Side (no leſs formidable than 
thoſe of the Church of Rome, whom 
yet we ſeem to dread alone) ſince ſhe 
is ſurrounded not only with Infidels 
profeſt, and with the notoriouſly U- 
godly of all Denominations ; but alſo 4 
with the Godly unrenew'd, with the Re- | 
 ligious Men, the good Chriſtians (fo cal- 
led ;) who yet overlook the Great End 
of all Religion, the Reſtoration of the fal- 4 
kn Nature: Who are content with ſuch 
a Faith, as ncither purifies the Heart | 
nor works by Love, but allows them 
to ſerve both Gop and Mammon: Since 1 
notwithſtanding the Purity of her Con- 
ſtitution, this is, generally, the State of 
the Members of our Church; Shou'd 
we 
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(viii) 
we not all pray to be enabled to renew 
her Goſpel Spirit, to recall the Spirit of 
her Godly Reformers z and to defend 
her by preaching and prottifing her Noc= 
trines, the ſame that were once deli. 
vered to the Saints. Let us but uſe the 
Weupons ſhe herſelf puts into our Hands, 
and the Gates of Hell hall not prevail 
ngainſt her z againſt thoſe of her Com- 


munlon, 1 mean, who 4r/ieve and / ve, 


What the hath taugzlit. 


IV. Ought we not eſpeelally te preſé 
upon our People the Deftrines of the 
gth, 16th, 11th, 18th, 13th, and 16th, 
Articles? And ta read and expound ta 
them the fallawing Hamilies, peculiarly 
neceſſary for the preſent Times: Of 7be 
Reading and Knowledge of the boly Scrip- 
tures, Of the Miſery of Mankind, and 
of his Condemnation to Death everlaſting 
thro' his own Sin; Of the Salvation of 
Man- 


(ix) 
Mankind by only Chriſt our Saviour from 
Sin (here) and everlaſting Damnation 
(hereafter :) Of the true and living Chri- 

tian Faith: Of good Works annexed to 
Faith : Of Chriſtian Love and Charity : 
The Beginning of the Homily of good 
Warks, and firſt of Faſting : Of the Na- 
tivity for Chriſtmas : Of the Paſſion for 
Good Friday : Of the Riſurrection for 

Eq/ter- Day : Of the coming donon of the 

Holy Gho/t for Whit=Sunday : The Ho- 

mi for Rogation-Week t For them who 

take Qffence at certain Placer of Seripe 

ture ! Hu. Repentance and true Reconele 
lation with God, 


V. To make up for the many Des 
ficlences in this Diſcourſe, I heartily 
recommend ta all, Laity as well as 
Clergy, Mr. Law's earneſt and ſerious 
Anſwer to Dr. Trapp's Diſcourſe on tbe 
Folly, Sin, and Danger of being Righ- 
feous 


(x) 

teous overmuch, May Gor bleſs both 
it and this to all into whoſe Hands they 
may fall! For let the World think 
what it will of me, my Heart's deſire 
and Prayer to God for 1/-ael (that Iſrael 
which even yet Ignorant of Gop's Righ = 
teouſneſs goeth about to eſtabliſh its 
own) is, that they may be ſaved. 
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. Ymns and ſaered Poems. Vol. I. Price bound 
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II. Ditto, Vol. II. Price bound 2 s 6 d. 
III. An Extract of the Rev. Mr. 'fobn I He! 
Journal, from his embarking for Gargi, to his Re- 
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IV. An Fxtract of the Rev. Mr. Jobs Welley's 
Journal, from his embarking for Georgia, till his Re» 
turn from Germany, Price ſtitch'd 8d, 

V. A Collection of Forms of Prayer, for every 
Day in the Week. Price zd. 
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VII. The Doctrine of Salvation, Faith, and Good 
Works; extracted ſrom the Homilies of the Church 
of Enzland. Price 1 d, 

VIII. A Sermon on Salvation by Faith. Price id. 

IX. Free-Grace, a Sermon, Price. 2d. | 
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trines of Election a Reprobation. Price 1 d. 
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XVII. An Extract of the Life of Monſieur d 
Renty, Price ſtitch'd 4 d. 

XVIII, An Extract of the Life of Mr, Thomas 
Haliburton. Price ſtiteh'd 6 d. 

XIX. An Extract of Thomas d Kempis's Chriſtian 
Pattern, Price ſtitch'd 8 d. 

XX. Reflections on the Conduct of human Life, 
with Regard to Knowledge and Learning. Pr. 2 d. 

XXI. Chriſtian Prudence, Price 2d. 

XXII. Nicodemus : Or, A Treatiſe on the Fear of 
Man. Price 3 d. 

XXIII. The Almoſt Chriſtian: A Sermon preached 
at Oxford, Price 2 d. | 

XXIV. A ſhort Account of the Death of Mrs. 
Hannah Richardſon. 

XXV. A Sermon preached before the Univerſity 
of Oxford, April 4th. 1742. Price 2d. 
XXVI. The Character of a Methodiſt. Price 2d. 


1 Con. Iv. 1, 2. 


Let a Man fo account of us, as of the Mi- 
niſters of Chriſt and Stewards of the M/ 
teries of God. 

Mortover it is required in Stewards, that 4 
Man be found faithful. 


| RE we fo to be accounted of-? 
| Are we Miniſters of Chriſt and 
. Stewards of the Myſteries of God! 

Yea doubtleſs z as many of us, my Brethren, 
as are called of God as was Aaron: As many 
of us as believe in our Hearts that the Holy 
Ghoſt has made us Overſeers, to feed the 
Church of God, which he bas purchaſed with 
His own Blood: as many of us as, in the 
Sincerity of our Hearts, have anſwered theſe 
weighty Queſtions: Do you truſt that you are 
inwardly moved by the Holy Ghoſt to take 
upon you this Office and Adminiſtration ; to 
ſerve God for the promoting of his Glory, and 
the edifying of his People ? Do you think that 
you are truly called according bo the [Will of our 
J'rd Jeſus Chriſt t the Miniſtry of the 
Cuurch? And this, I hope, as many of us 
as are /o called, have ſcriouſly weighed and 
A deep- 


=— 1.7 0 

deeply conſidered; leaſt we ſnould be found 
unfaithful to the greateſt Truſt, the moſt - 
important Charge, that ever was, or indeed, 


(I may dare to ſay ) cay be committed by 
God to Man, 


2, For know we not, that the Prieſt- 
hood, whereunto we are ordained, is the 
very Prieſthood of Chriſt himſelf ? That 
the Office of every Chriſtian Paſtor is the 
Office of Chriſt ? even zo (a) feed his Lambs 
and Sheep with the fame divine and power- 
ful Word as he did ? that our Buſineſs now 
is the ſame as his was, even through his 
Power, (b) 7 bruiſe the Serpeni's Head in 
Man? Is it not our Office to (c) work toge- 
ther with Him; to labour, yea (d) to tra- 
vail in Pain, *till Chriſt, who is the Image of 
God, be formed in thoſe, who (having loſt it 
in the genera/ Fall) are committed to our 
Charge? Is not our Function an Autbori- 
tative Commiſſion to miniſter in holy Things? 
a (e) Separation unto the Goſpel of God 
from the World; its Bine, its Honours, 
its Pleaſures? An-Ordination of Men in 
Things pertaining to God ? which every 
one who has received may ſay, (5) Jam 
% made a Miniſter to fulfil the Word of God, 
«*« that Myſtery hid from Ages and from Gene. 


(a) John xxi. 15, 16, () Gen. iii. 15. 
(c) 2 Cor. vi. 1. (d) Gal. iv. 19. 
(e) Rom. i. 1. (/) Col. i. 25, 26, 27. 


rations, 


#1 | | 
& rations, but now made manifeſt to his Saints; 
« even CHRIST IN YOU THE HOPE 
OF GLORY,” | 


3. Taking it for granted then, that our 
Miniſtry is a Continuation of Chriſt's own 
Office and Prieſthood upon Earth ; I ſhall 
(by his Aſſiſtance by whom a Diſpen/ation 
of the Goſpel is committed to us, ) 


1. Briefly obſerve the Importance of the 
Character, we bear, as Miniſters of Chrijt, 
and Stewards of the Myſteries of Cod; where- 
in is implied the Faithſulneſs that is re- 
quired of us: 


2d'y, Deſcribe the Doctrines we ſhould 
teach, the Tempers we ſhould be of, and 


the Lives we ſhould lead, who bear this 
Character: and 


3dy, Inquire, whether we do preach 
theſe Doctrines, and have ſuch Tempers, 
and lead ſuch Lives, 


And 1f. I am briefly to obſerve the 
Importance of the Character we bear as Mi- 


niſters of Chriſt, and Stewards of the Myſte- 
ries of God, | 


To ſhew this, our Lord the firſt Time 
he appeared publicly after his Reſurrec- 
2 tion, 


[4] 
tion, preſents himſelf to thoſe, whom he 
had choſe, and appointed for this Office and 
Miniſtry : he ſolemnly tells them (a) All 
Power is given lo me in Heaven and Earth; 
and in that Power commiſſions them in 
theſe Words, (% As my Father hath ſent me, ſo 
ſend 1 you. As if he had ſaid, © I ſend you 
* to execute the ſame Prieſthood on Earth, 
* which I, who am a Prieſt for ever, execute 
in Heaven: and if ye go out in my 
Strength only, and /imply look unto me; 
* whatſoever ye do in my Name, I will 
« ratify and confirm it, (c) #'hatſoever ye 
Hall bind on Earth, ſhall be bound in Hea- 
ve n; and whatſoever ye ſhall looſe on Earth, 
« ſhall be looſed in Heaven. And lo] Tam with 
« you and your Succeſſors always, even unto 
*« the End of the World. Go ye therefore in 
„this y Strength, (for do not I ſend you) 
and preach the Goſpel to every Creature, 
& Declare unto Men my Fathers one Decree 
concerning them. He that believeth ſhall 
&« be ſaved, and be that helieveth not ſhall be 
i damned, and publiſh the glad Tydings of 
Salvation to the Mbole loſt Race; that 
« his Promiſe may accordingly be fulfilled, 
* and in me all Nations of the Earth be bleſſed. 
Go ye then palyreurerTs weve Ta en, 
« wake all Nations my Diſciples by bapiizing 


(a) Matt. xxviii, 18, (8) John xx, 21. 
(0 Mat. xvii, 18. 


| A 3. | hem, 


[5s] 
te them, by waſhing away both the Guilt 
* and Defilement of the fallen Nature; by 
e baptizing them out of the Nature of Sa- 
e tan, whereinto they are now fallen; f into 
* the Name or Nature of the Father, and 


of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, *? 


2, And in how awful a Manner did the 
great Apoſtle and high Prieſt of our Pro- 
feſſion confer this venerable Office, this 
high Authority on the firſt Miniſters he ſent 
forth! I/hen be had ſaid this, he breathed on 
them and ſaid, receive ye the Holy Ghoſs : 
Words, not without Cauſe, retained by our 
Church, and which have as really imparted 
the Holy Ghoſt unto us alſo ; unleſs (with 
the World which never could yet receive 
him) we have believed theſe to be vain 
Words ; unleſs we have been guilty of the 
moſt protane Mockery of God, and that on 
the molt ſolemn Occaſion, But indeed, 
my Brethren, according to our Faith, fo 
hath it been unto us, And according as we 
have received him or not, ſo have we met 
with a Bleſſing or a Curſe z ſo have we of- 
fered holy or ſtrange Fire unto the Lord : 
So have we preached with Power, or with 
none Effect: So have our Labours been ſuc- 


t BarTiGovTds auTus Wis To ono is literally 72/8 
the Name, and if into the Name, then into the (comms 
muni able] Nature alſo: Seeing both M and xr prog 
imply Nature, Eſſence, Being ; as well as Name. * 

celslu 
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ceſsful or without Succeſs: ſo have we our- 
ſelves felt the Power of the Word, or ſpoke 
with unaffeed Lips the dead Letter only: 
(a) So, in a Word, have we converted ma- 


ny, or few, or none at all from the Power 
of Satan unto God, 


3. It is by recciving the Holy Ghoſt, 
that every Miniſter of Chriſt (not thoſe only 
who were firſt ordained of him) is an A- 


. poltle z that is, one /ext of God, or a Meſ- 


lenger (Y) to declare his Terms of Faith and 


Repentance to the People: One ſeut N. 
Pawer and according to the Will of ; 


not by the Will of his Parents, or his own; 


but by Jeſus Chriſt, and that for te Work 
of the Miniſtry, for the Perfefting of the 


aints, for the edifying the Body of Chriſt. 


And of every ſuch Steward, it cannot but 


be required, that he be found faithful, 
wy KETYANEVAQY, une Tohav Tov Noyev T8 Oe; 
not corrupting or cauponizing the 


Word of God ; not mixing, adulterat- 


ing or ſoftening it, in order to reconcile it 
to the Taſte of a crooked and perverſe Ge- 


neration: not Handling it deceitfully- for filthy 


Lucre's Sate; not proſtituting it to By-ends, 


to the vile Purpofes of gaining earthly 


Things; Profit, or Honour, or Preferment: 


(a) 2, Cor. iii, 6. 
(5) Philip. ii. .25; 


for 


[Fa 

for this in the Apoſtle's Words is, t (a) 
ſerve our own Bellies, (b) to preach ourſelves, 
and not Chriſt Feſus the Lord. A faithful 
Steward has a/ingle Eye to the Glory of Him 
that ſent him: And as of Sincerity, as of 
God, in the Sight of God, ſpeaks be in 
Chriſt, Having the Word of Reconcilia- 
tion committed to him, he deals it out pru- 
dently, and with all his Power — 
to the ſeveral Exigencies of his Flock he 
rightly divides the Word of Truth: And 
with all that Ability, which God alone giv- 
eth he miniſters to thoſe who are Heirs of 
Salvation, Yea, as an Ambaſſador of Chriſt, 
he is continually crying. to Sinners: (c) Be 
ye reconciled io Cod: For God (he has Power 
and Commandment to tell them) is recon- 
ciled to them z, as be was in Chriſt ; not im- 
puting their Treſpaſſes unto them ,, for (d) they 
are already imputed to Chriſt, as his Righte- 
ouſneſs is to every Believer :- (e) for he made 
Him Sin, who knew no Sin, to this very In- 
tent, that () we might be made the Rigbte- 
oufneſs of God in him. 


Very many are the other Paſſages in holy 
Writ, which ſet forth the Importance of and 
conſequently imply the Necęſity of Faith- 
fulneſs in, the Miniſterial Stewardſhip, 

(a) Rom. xvi. 18 (6) 2 Cor. iv. 5. 

(c) 2 Cor. v. 18, 19, 20, 21. (%) Iſa. liii. 5, 6. 

(e) Rom. iv. 22, 23, 24. (/) 4. Cor. v. 27. 

But 
2 


(8] 


But I haſten, ſecondly, to deſcribe, ( as 
the great Inſtances of our Faithfulneſs to 
God herein) the Doctrines we ſhould teach, 
the Tempers we ſhould be of, and the Lives 

we ſhould lead, who bear this Character. 

1. And firſt, as to the Doctrines we 
ſhould preach, If our venerable Mother 
has not out-lived her Authority among us; 
iſ a very Humane and polite Education has 
not lifted us up above her ſpiritual Simpli- 
city: Let us collect our Doctrines from our 
own excellent Church; for ſhe has collected 
them for us from the Word of Truth ; not 
barely to ſubſcribe them with Pen and Ink, 
but to ſubſcribe our Hearts to them: She 
has collected the Heads of ſound Doctrine, to 
be taught, both by our Preaching and Liv- 

ing, to our People. | 


2. And here not to go through her Pri- 
mitive Liturgy (every Petition of which 
teaches as well as prays) Let us conſider a a 
few (as the Time permits) of her Articles 
and Homilies. NE 


3. She lays the Foundation of all our 
Doctrines and Practice, in the Faith of a 
Trinity of Perfons, in the one undivided 
Godhead : And this ſhe propoſes, not as 
a bare Speculative Truth, (as too many 
alas] receive it, who profeſs to believe the 

Trinity 


Trinity in Unity, but are indeed without 
God in the World) but as the Source or firſt 
Principle of Life and Holineſs in us; in Us, 
who by Nature are dead to God ( in Conſe- 
quence of his juſt Threat; ) (a) and full of 
all Uncleanneſs, If then we mark the Doc- 
trine of the Trinity aright, we preach what 
each Perſon is to 4s, even God the Father, 
our Father, who not only created us at firſt 
in his own Image, but when we had loſt 
this, provided for a New Creation, by cauſing 
the whole deſtroy'd Nature, to be born over 


again in his Son Jeſus Chriſt ; that every 


Individual of that Nature, might be capable 


of being born again by Faith, or created 
anew in Chriſt Jeſus. This the Apoſtle 


means, where he ſays, (5) If any Man be 


in Chriſt, that is, if any Man be a true 
Chriſtian, he is a new Creature, old Things 


are paſt away, bebold! all Things are become 


new, On Account of this double Creation, 
(the latter effected only in the true Believer) 
God hath a double Claim, if we are his 
Children, to our Hearts; yea, to all our 
Love and Obedience, 


4. Again, if God the Son is preached 
aright, he is not repreſented as a Saviour 
at a Diſtance, much leſs one that is to ſave 
us from the Puniſhment of Sin only, that ſo 


(a) Gen. li. 17. (4) Cor. v. 17. | 
: we 
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we may ſecurely live in it: but as a preſent 
| Saviour, and as being therefore called Jeſus, 
| becauſe he faves his People (Believers) from 
their Sins. He is preached as the Promiſe 
of the Father, through whom Satan is now 
bruiſed in the Believerz and in whom he 
now receives the Atonement, or Reconci= © & 
liation rather; as the Word (a) ##T&Muyy 
ſhould be tranſlated, 


5. And the ſeveral Steps he took in re- 

conciling us to God are preached (if 

— aright) as having their preſent 

| ffect upon us; viz, that he was conceived, 
| born, lived, ſuffered, died, roſe again, and 
| aſcended into Heaven ; to the Intent, that 
| He may be conceived and (5) formed ix us: 
[| that we may be born again; (e) born of the 
l Spirit as well as Water; (d) (for this latter, 
| ſays our Church, is but the outward Sign: 
| the Inward ſpiritual Grace that makes us 
truly Chriſtians is a Death unto Sin, and a 

new Birth unto Righteouſneſs.) (e) That hav- 

ing been baptized with John's Baptiſm, the 

Baptiſm of Repentance 3 (/) that is, a deep 
Seli-knowledge, or Spiritual (g) Conviction 

of Sin; we may (Feeling our Want of a Sa- 

viour) come to him to be reſtored, to be re- 


(a] Rom. v. 11. (0 Gal. iv 19. 

q (e) John iii. 3. (4) —5. 

1 (e) See Ch. Catechiſm. (/) Matt. iii. 1 1. 
(2) John xvi. 8, 9. 


newed 


1 r 12 } 
| 
1 newed ; or baptized with the Holy Ghoſt 
and with Fire; with Grace and Love: 
that we may live (as he did) a Self-denying 
Life, continually mortifying all our evil and 
corrupt Aﬀections : — that we may take 
up our Croſs daily and follow him, till we 
are crucified with Him: — that we may 
die to Sin, and riſe again with Him, to 
Newneſs of Life. — and that in Heart and 
Mind, we may thither aſcend where he is, 
and with Him continually dwell, 


6. Yet again; our Church directs us to 
deſcribe the Holy Ghoſt, as the Lord and 
Giver of Life to a dead World; — as ſent 
by the Father and the Son; (a) receiving 
of theirs, and ſhewing it unto Men 
as the Comforter (5) of the Poor in Spirit, 
the Mourners after God; —— as the (c) 
Cleanſer of our Hearts by his Inſpiration — 
as in (d) all Things directing, ruling, (t) 
moving, filling them. Earneſtly therefore 
are we to withſtand thoſe, who ſpeak as if 
there were no Holy Ghoſt ; with whom the 
(e) Inſpiration of the bleſſed Spirit; the (F) 
Receiving the Holy Ghoſt ;, (g) the Feeling in 
ourſelves the mighty Workings of the Spirit of 


(a) See Nicene Creed, (b) Collect for Whit. Sunday. 
de) Collect at the Beginning cf the Common Office. (, 
ta) Collect for 19th Sunday after Trinity. (t) Conſe- 
cration Office. (e) 5th Sunday after Eaſter. (f) Ordi- 

nation Office, (g) 17th Article. 
Chriſt, 


| 
| 
| 


„ 
Cbriſt; his dwelling in us, the Strengthen- 
ing and Increaſing daily more and more in 
the Holy Spirit, (which is every truly bap- 
tized Chriſtian's Right (a) and Privilege.) 
are denied, loded, ridiculed ! the laſt 
Efforts, theſe of that blaſpheming Spirit 
ſpoken of by St. Peter | Blaſphemy reſerv- 
ed for theſe Dregs of Time, wherein all 
manner of Sin and Iniquity (the genuine 
Fruits of that helliſh Spirit) overflow our 


Land, as a Flood ! 


7, The Scriptures given by Inſpiration 
of God, our Church wills us, in the next 
Place to recommend to all ; and to exhort 
them to a diligent uſe thereof, as being able 


to make them wiſe unto Salvation: pro- 


vided they be read or heard with the Spirit 
they were wrote, with Simplicity of Heart 
and deep Humility, And though the 
Knowledge of Scripture (ſays ' ſhe) be 
great, large and high, yet the Door into 
4 them is very low; fo that the high and 
« arrogant Man cannot run in; but he muſt 
« ſtoop low and humble himſelf that ſhall 
« enter into it: and they only read them 
< to profit, who are turned into them, who 
are moſt inſpired with the Holy Ghoſt in 


(a) Read the whole Office for Confirmation. Oh'! 


that this Ordinance were adminiſtered Parochia/ly 
overy Year, | 


reading 
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er reading them, who in heart of Life are 


altered and changed into that Thing 
*« which they read, (a)“ 


8, From hence ſhe willeth us to teach 
our People, their miſerable and damnable 
State by Nature; to ſhew them their Tall 
in Adam, in whom all die; (in order to be- 
get in them a Senle of the Neceſſity of their 
Reſurrection to ſpiritual Life in 7% Chriſt) 
—— to ſhew them, that as his Offspring, 
they are conceived and born in Sin; that 
their inward Parts are very wickedneſs 
inſomuch that, till they are born again, 
every Imagination of the Thoughts of their 
Hearts is only Evil continually (5) to 
ſhew them, that this Original or Brrib-Six 
** whereby they are very far gone from Ori- 
e oinal Righteouſneſs, in every Man born 
„into the World, deſerveth God's Wrath 
and Damnation: “ (c) and all this to awak- 
en them, to apprize them of their Danger, 
and point out to them their Want of a Sa- 
viour, that ſo they may come to Chriſt, as 
they are, for that be receiveth Sinners; and 
whoſoever cometh to him weary and heavy 
laden, he will in no wiſe caſt out. (d) 


9. To take down yet more the Pride of 
vain Man, always ambitious to jultify him- 
ſeit, ſhe willeth us to ſhew farther 3 that 

(a) Read the 1ſt Homi'y. (+) Gen. vi, 5. 7 

(05 Article 98h. (4) Jon vhs 35 
B Man 
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Man cannot by Nature ſo much as think a 
good Thought —— that if at any Time 
ſuch an one comes into our Hearts, It is not 
of Nature, but of Grace——it is the drawing 


of the Father unto the Son, without which 


no Man cometh unto him (a): “ For that the 
Condition of Man ſince the Fall of Adam 
* is ſuch, that he cannot turn and prepare 
« himſelf by his own natural Strength or 
* good Works, for Faith and Calling upon 
« God: Wherefore we have no Power to 
« do gond Works, without the Grace of 
© God by Chriſt preventing us that we may. 
« have a Good-will, and Jorking with us, 
« when we have that good-will.“ (5) 


10, We are more eſpecially to labour 
under our great High-Prieſt, as to convince 
Men of this Sin, the not believing in bim; (e) 
ſo to let them know, that nothing they do 
can purchaſe God's Favour either in whole 
or in part, (d) For ſurely there can be 
* no Work of any mortal Man (be he ne- 
&« yer ſo holy) that ſhall be coupled in Me- 
« rits with Chriſts moſt holy Act.” (e) 


To juſtify a Sinner; to new create him 


from a wicked Perſon to a righteous Man 
ce [that is, a Believer in Chriſt] is 4 greater 
&« Act than to make ſuch a new Heaven 


(a) John vi. 44. (6) Aft. 10th. 
() John xvi. 8. 9. Rom. xi. 32. (4) Rem. ii. 24. 
. iii. Jo (e) Homily Co- Friday. 
5 « and 


ind 
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«and Earth, as is already made,” (a) If 
ſoz where is the Room for thy good Works, 
O vain Man ! in the Almighty Aﬀair of Juſ- 
tification? Learn then to look upon them 
in their proper Light; “ as the IJ of 
that Faith, whereby God has juſtiſied 
4 theez and that as 2 only are they ac» 
„ ceptable to him; and that thou art juſti— 
« fied, that is, accounted Righteous before God 
« only for the Merit of our Lord and Sa- 
« viour Jeſus Chriſt by Faith, and not for 
© thy own Works and Deſervings.“ (6) 


11, This Faith we are taught to deſcribe, 
as a ſure "Truſt and Confidence in God's 
« merciful Promiſes, to be ſaved from ever- 
« laſting Damnation by Chriſt ;” Or, “ a 
« ſure Truſt and Confidence that our Sins 


« are forgiven us, and we reconciled to the 
« Favour of God.“ (c) 


12, Now all Works whatſoever ( ſeem 
they never ſo ſpecious outwardly, (a) be they 
never ſo naturally good, or moral) * All 
good Works done before we have this 
% Faith, before the Inſpiration of Chriſt's 
“Spirit, are not p'eaſing to God ( ſays our 
Church) neither do they make Men meet, 


(4) Homily for Regation Week. (b) Art. 11th, 
and Homily on Jultification. (c) Homily ou Salia- 
t.on of Mankind. (4) Sermon cn gcod Works; and 
Homily on gcod Works; and firi oi Faſt ng. 
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(0 Denth-ſtroke to the Pride of all human 
Merit!) “ to receive Grace: Yea, rather for 
that they are not done as God hath willed 
% and commanded them to be done (that 
„is, in Faith and Love) we doubt not but 
4 that they have the Nature of Sin.“ (a) 
And it any Man deny this, or“ if any Man 
66 prone to lay, that every Man ſhall be 
«* {aved by the Law or Sect which he pro- 
* fellces, ſo that he be diligent to frame his 
** Life, according to that Law and the 
Light of Nature, they are (by All who 
regard the Judgment of our Church,) to 
be held accurſed: Seeing holy Scripture 
e doth ſet out unto us uh the Name of 
„ Jeſus Chriſt, whereby Men muſt be 
* 


13. Thoſe, doubtleſs, our Church here 
ſpeaks of chiefly, (for what have we to do to 


judge thoſe that are without?) Who living 


under the Mid-day Sun of the Goſpel, ſhut 
their Eyes to itz and light up the glim- 
mering Taper of their own Reaſon and na- 


tural Underſtanding to walk by. Now al- 


though this one Talent, which all Men 
have, but which molt (with the unprofit- 


able Servant) (c) abuſe z may give ſome. 


Check to the Torrent of outward Sin; al- 
though it may be of uſe in civil Life, and 


(e) Art. 13th. () Art. 1 8ch. 
(-) Matt. xxv. 14. 


keep 
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keep us tolerably ſocial, tolerably decent, till 
we ſhall accept of Revelation: Yet let all 
Men know it can do no morez nor did 
God deſign it fowld, Tis in Chriſt alone - 
that all things are reconciled, In Him are 
all the 7 ny of Wiſdom and Knowledge 
to reſtore all things upon Earth, (a) fallen 
with fallen Man, *Tis Chriſt who is now 
the Reſurrection and the Life to the 
Soul of Man dead in Sin: (6) for verily the 
Hour now is, when the Dead may bear the 
Voice of the Son of God, and they that 
hear, that have Ears to hear, ſhall live. (c) 
In a Word, nothing can reſtore God's 
Microcoſm fallen to Ruin, but the great 
Ayuizpyos Himſelf: Nothing can quicken, 
but he who is the Life of the World: No- 

thing can ſave but that Croſs, on which the 

Saviour died : Nothing can redeem but 
that Goſpel, which is he Power of God to 
Salvation. | 


14. From theſe few Doctrines of our 
own excellent Church, ( for I have not Lei- 
ſure to mention more) let us obſerve ; how 
faithful ſhe is to her dear Bridegroom, her 
divine Head, her Almighty Lord! How 
much ſhe abominates that Spirit of Deum, 
that Spirit of Antichriſt, which hath fo 
prevailed for many Years, under the plau- 
ſible Notion, that Chriſtianity is a recſonable 
(a) Rom. viii. 22, () Eph, ii. 1. 
%) John v. 25. 
Ser- 
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Service: Indeed it is ſo, highly reaſonable ; 
but not according to the natural Reaſon of 
Man, (a) which (as a fallen Principle) is 
corrupt in its beſt State; but of God, accord- x] 
ing to the Divine Xoyog, in whom are hid all 9 
the Treaſures of Wiſdom and Knowledge, How * 
does ſhe deteſt the Principles of thoſe, who 
make the Goſpel no more than a Republi- 
cation of the Law of Nature ? Giving tae 
Son of God the Honour of ſubſcribing to 
their more admired Plato and Ariſtotle : 
Not knowing, that one great End of the 
Goſpel, was, to humble this Pride of Man | 


to pull down that rebellious Reaſon, which 

has ſtarted up to the Excluſion of Faith, 

F daring to diſpute whither God had faid, 

|} thou ſhalt not eat, for in the Day that thou 
= eateſt thou ſhalt ſurely die: Not conſidering 

that for this Cauſe Chriſt emptied himſelf 

of his real Excellencies, that Man might be 

enabled to diveſt himſelf of his imagined 

ones; his boaſted Reaſon, his fancied Wiſ- 

dom, his darling Self-righteouſneſs; In a i 

Word, not remembring, that in order to have 

Chriſt err, we muſt deny our ſelves: 0 the 

ſevereſt Act of which to the Pride of Man, 

is the caſting- dotun Imaginations, (the deſtroy- 

ing our Reaſonings, Ne ν,0 Mag uV Tee, a | 

the Original more ſtrongly 97 5 it) and 


very high thing that exalteth itſelf againſt the 
4 (a) 1 Cor. il , 15. (6) Matt, xvi, 24. 


Kuatoledge 
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Knowledge of God, and bringing into Captivity 
every Thought 4% the Obedience of Chriſt. (b) 


15. But indeed, my Brethren, theſe divine 
Doctrines cannot be rightly taught by us, 
unleſs there be divine Tempers within us: 
for out of the abundance of the Heart, the 
Mouth ſpeaketh, If the Miniſter have taſted 
the good Word of God, and the Powers of 
the World to come; If he himſelf has Redemp- 
tion in the Blood of Chriſt, even the forgive- 
neſs of his own Sins, (a) he cannot forbear 
rejoicing in God his Saviour; he cannot 
forbear preaching to others Jeſus Chriſt, and 
him crucified ; or at leaſt, the holy and juft 
Law of God (5) in its ſpiritual Senſe, in or- 
der to convince Men of their Vant of Chriſt. 
But if he himſelf be aſeep in Sin, or (like St. 
Paul in his unconverted State) alive without 
the Law : (c) If he be not ſo far awakned 
as to experience his want of Life, to hunger 
and thirſt after the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt d) 
if he feel not the working of the Spirit of 
Chriſt within him, he will be ſo ſar from 
mentioning what he has not at Hearty 
what he has not a particular Intereſt in him- 
ſelfy he will be fo far from layingopen the 
Treaſures of the Goſpel, the Myſteries of the 
inward Kingdom of Heaven, that he will 
rather ask (though a Maſter in Iſrael, 

(4) 3 Cor, x, . (a)] Col. I. 14. 
% Rom, vil 9, 11. ( )—9. (4) Mat, v, 6, 
though 
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though as learned as Nicodemus) How can 
theſe Things be ? 


16, I come therefore to conſider as briefly 
as I can the Tempers we ſhould be of, who 
are Miniſters of Chriſt, and would be 
faithful Stewards of the Myſteries of God. 


17. And what are theſe, my Brethren, 
but the ſame our Lord deſcribes as ne- 
ceſſary for every Chriſtian (though more 
eminently for us) in the Beginning of his 
divine Sermon on the Mount? even Pover- 
ty of Spirit or a deep Knowledge of ourſelves z* 
n feeling Senſe of our Corruption and Mi- 
ſery, ſo long as we are alienated from the 
Lite of God z ſo long as we have not put 
en Chriſt; ——— An holy Mourning, an ut- 
ter refuſing to be comforted, while he is 
not in our Hearts Meekneſs, Gentle- 
neſs, not avenging ourſelves, but giving 
place unto Wrath, forbearing one another, 
and forgiving one another as God for Chriſt's 
fake hath forgiven us: A Hunger and Thirſt 
after his Righteouſneſs, a longing Deſire after 
the full Renewal of our Souls, according to 
the Image of Him that created us, in Righ- 
teouſneſs and true Holineſs — Mercifulneſs 
or Love to all Mankind, even ſuch a Love 
to every Soul of Man, that we feel ourſelves 
ready to lay down our Life for his Sake — 
Purity of Heart, or that perfect 

Tg wy 
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God that caſteth out all other Love, all in- 
ordinate Self-Love, all Love of the World, 
all unholy Love of any Creature, even ſuch 
a Love of the one God as purgeth the Heart 
from all its Idols, cleanſelb us from all filthi- 
neſs of Fleſh and Spirit, and purifies us even 
as he is pure, (a) It remains only for him 
who is thus conformed to the Likeneſs of his 
Lord to be a Peace-maker z zealous of good 
Works doing good unto all Men: And 
to rejoice and be exceeding glad, while he 
js perſecuted for Righteoulneh Sake z while 
the World, all thoſe who arc unrighteous, 
that is, Unbelievers, do (becauſe he is not 
of the World) revile him, and ſay all man- 
ner of Evil againſt him falſely for the Son of 
Man's Sake, 


18, But whether we be going among. 
Men thro* Honour or Liſhonourz thro" evil 
Report or gaod Report,” Nothing is fo 
highly honourable in itſelf (ſays a Chriſtian 
© Writer) as to bear a Part in the Prieſthood 
of Chriſt, and to be employ'd in the Work 
 * of the Miviſtry. But then it ſhould be well 
* conlidered, that this is only honourable in 
the ſame Senſe, as it may be ſaid, that 
nothing is more honourable than to ſuffer 
* as a Martyr, It is an honour that is as dif- 
* ferent from all worldly Figure and Di- 


(a) 1 John 5 
ſtinction 
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« tindtion, as the Glory of Chriſt upon the 
© Croſs is different from the Triumph of an 
\ earthly Prince, When therefore we think 
' of the Honour and Dignity of the Paſto- 
ral Function, we ſhould be careful to re- 
member, that it is only the honour of dy- 
* ing a Martyr z the honour of humbling, 
' abaſing and ſacrificing ourſelves 1th 
* Chriſti. and continuing the Exerciſe of 
his ſuffering Prieſthood, for the Salvation 
of the World,' * 


19, And hence it evidently follows, that 
an ter Renunciation of all wer Tempers, 
an Abborrence of the wery Air of Grandeur 
and Figure in the World, and a conſtany 
Spirit of «univerſal Self-denial, are more in- 
diſpenſably neceſſary for us, in order to the 
ſucceſsful Diſcharge of our Office, than to 
other Chriſtians, . We eſpecially need the 
deepeſt Humility, and & moſt thorough 
Self. abaſement, that we may bring every 
Thought into Captivity to the Obedience 
of Chriſt: That being emph'd of ourſelves, 
we may continually look unto Him, in 
whom all fullneſs dwells, as our Wiſdom 
and Strength; (for who is ſufficient for theſe 
Things!) and may rejoice, that we are ever 


* See Mr. Law's ſerious Anſu er to Dr. Trap, a 
Book that deſerves the deepeft Conſidera:ion, and ſin- 
cereſt Thanks of every Clergy man. 


depen- 
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dependent on him, without whom we e- 
cially ean do nothing. And he is the great» 
eſt among the Miniſters of Chriſt (whether 
Biſhop or Prieſt) who ls moſt conformed to 
his Lord, by an humble Love; by an un- 
wearled Care of his Sheep z and by ſtooping 


to the meaneſt Offices to ſerve them, 27 


know, ſays our Lord, that the Princes of 
the Gentiles exerciſe Dominion euer them, and 
they that are great exerciſe Authority upon them: 
But it ſball not be ſo among you z but wha- 
ſoe ver will be great among you, let bim be your 
Miniſter, [ Aiauovog] and whoſoever will bs 
Chief among you let bim be your Servant : (a) 
even as the Son of Man came not to be mi- 
niſter'd unto, but to miniſter ¶ Jian] and 
to give his Life a Ranſom for many, 


20, Yet once more: It is more eſpecially 
needful for us, to be patient and long- ſuf- 
fering: For if we preach the Croſs, indeed, 
my Brethren, we ſ2all carry it: This being 
a Doctrine, which the World never yet 
could bear, and though called Chriſtian, ne- 
ver will, till it ic Chriſtian indeed. If we 
preach Chriſt crucified, or Grace here and 
Glory hereafter, thro' his Blood alone, the 
Offence of the Croſs will attend us ſtill: and 
we ſhall fare as St, Paul did, when he deter- 
min'd to know nothing elſe : We ſhall be 
among our People in HYeakneſs and Fear, and 
much trembling : Though at the ſame Time 


( ſuch 
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(ſuch a Paradox is the Chriſtian Spirit) Je 
Hall be in nothing terrify'd by our Adver/aries : 
But having ſuch Hope (even that Hope 
that maketh not aſhamed) we ſhall uſe 
great plainne/s of Speech ; Not fearing the 
Vaces of Men, we ſhall declare unto them the 
whole Connſe! of Cod: and ſhall accordingly 
take them to record, both 1 and in the 
great Day, that we are pure from the Blood 
of all Men, 


21, If theſe Tempers, my Brethren, be 
in us, and abound, they will influence our 
Lives, and cauſe us to adorn the Goſpel of 
God our Saviour in all Things: And 1o in- 
deed it behoveth us to do; being holy in all 
Manner of Converſation , blameleſs, * 
ſober, of good Behaviour, apt to teach, not 
given to Wine, no Strikers, not given to fil- 
thy Lucre, not covetous, but holding the My- 
ſtery of Faith, (even Chriſt in us the Hope of 
Glory) in a pure Conſcience, It behoveth 
us above all, to confeſs Chriſt before Men : 
For every Miniſter of Chriſt 1s, by Pro- 
feſſion, not only a Believer, but a Confeſſor 
alſo, He is called (with his Maſter) to 
witneſs a good Confeſfion both before Herod 
and Pontus Pilate z before our modern Jews 
and Gentiles : And hat with a holy boldnets 
whether they will hear, or whether they «will 
forbear, For the World (which has not 

| even 
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even yet received the Spirit of Truth) c 
threaten, and ſtraitly command us, not 10 
teach in this Name z (a) that is not to preach, 
Salvation in it alone, (5) without our Works, 
as Condition: Without our wn Rigliteoul» 
neſs, or Merit in Part; which /ag/e Thought 
overturns the D-ſign of the tu Goſpel ot 
Chriſt, But let us, my Brethren, if we are 
call'd to this Goſpel, preach It in Tru: 
Let us publiſh __ offer the free Gift to all 
Men, the Gift by Grace, which is by one 
Man Jeſus Chriſt, () And indeed it we 
know, that we ourlelves are juſtify'd freely, (d) 
we ſhall rejoice, and cry out with the ÞPro- 
phet, Ho! every one that thirſteth, come ye 
to the Waters, and he that hath no Money; 


come ye, buy and eat; yea come, buy Wine and 


Milk without Money, and without Price. (e) 
Yea, having taſted our/efves that the Lord 
is gracious, and (what 1s ſtill a farther In- 
citement) being put in truſt with the Goſpel z 
we ſhall (without being moved either by 
the Smiles or Threats of an Unbelicving 
World) preach the glad Tydings ; ** Peace 
& upon Earth, Good-Will towards Men; 
« that the Son of Man hath i] Power 
« upon Earth to forgive Sins: Nay, that 
« the Goſpel is the KNowLz pat or SAL- 


6 VATION BY THE FORGIVENESS OY 


(a) Acts iv. 17, 18. 10 „„ 
e) Rom. v. 13. (d) ili, 24. (0 Iſa. bv. t. 
C * Ius. 
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£ Sins.” This we ſhall be inſtant in; in 
Seaſon out of Seaſon : And that more eſpe- 
_ cially becauſe we ſee with our Eyes, the 
Time is come when Men cannot endure found 
Doctrine, but after their own Luſts turn away 
their Ears from the Truth unto Fables : Even 
Fables of Satan's deviſing, that other Goſpel, 
which the Apoſtle complains of; (F) viz. 
Salvation by the Law of Works; or Juſti- 
fication by a natural, a barely moral, or hu- 
man Righteouſneſs, inſtead of the compleat, 
the All. ſuſficient Righteouſneſs of God, (a) () 
imputed to the Believer: (c) and a formal, 
love eſs, outward, Religion, inſtead of the 
new Nature; the Keaivy Kivi; (d) the Faith 
that worketh by Love (e) the Reſtauration of 
the Soul in the Image of Gop. (F) 


22, In a Word, my Brethren, let us al- 
ways look to Him that appointed us, and 
hear his weighty Words fil] ſounding in 
our Ears, As my Father hath ſent me ſo 
ſend I you!) Let us conſider what we are ap- 
pointed to, no common Stewardſhip indeed: 
Let us always / act and ſpeak, as Workers 
together with the great high Prieſt of our Pro- 
ion: And then we ſhall give no Offence in 


(/) Gal. i. 6, 7, 8, 9. (a) Rom, iii. 21, 22, 
% Rom. x, 3, 4. (e) Rom, iv. 22, 23, 24. 
(4) 2 Cor, ii. 17 (e) Gal, v. vi. 6, 15, 
(/) Gal. iv. 19. Eph. il, 17. 
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any Thing, that the Miniſtry be not blamed, 
but ſhall in all Thiugs approve ourſelves as the 
Miniſters of God; in much Patience, in Af- 
fliftions, in Neceſſities, in Diſtreſſes; yea, it 
may be in Stripes, in Impriſouments,in Tumutls, 
in Labours: For we know not how ſoon 
they, who dare to preach the Goſpei of 
Chriſt e& eptepoiz, in Purity (without any 
human Mixtures, that is Corruptions) may 
be call*d to this. Let us always remember 
the near Relation to Himſelf wherewith our 
Lord honours us, even that of being his 
Kaypog, his own Lot; —that we are not 
only with other Chriſtians, call'd to be 
Saints; but epwpoweve: ſeparated from the 
World to the Goſpel of God. So ſhall we . 
make it our en Bujme/s, to have our Conver- 
- ſation as it becometh that Goſpel; to adorn 
it by Pureneſs, by Knowledge, by Love un- 
feigned, by the Word of Truth, by the Potts 
of God accompanying our Miniltry z by tbe 
Armour of 1 on the right Hand 
and on the left 1 7 onour and D:ſhaneur 1 
by evil Report and good Report; as Deceivers 
(in the Elteem of the World) (a) and yes 
true; as unknown, and yet well known ; as 
dying and behold we live; as chaſtned and not 
kilPd ,, as forrowful yet always rejoicing z as 
poor, yet making many rieb; as having nothing, 
and yet poſſeſſing all Things, 

(a) Cor. ii. 14. 
C 2 I come 
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T come now to the laſt Thing propoicd 
in this Diſcourſe, which was to enquire, - 
whether we do preach theſe Doctrines, and 
have ſuch Tempers, and lead ſuch Lives 
as become the high Character we bear, Mi- 
niſters of Chriſt, and Stewards of the Myſte- 
ries of God.“ 


1. And here, my Brethren, my want of 
perſonal Acquaintance with you, obliges me 
to appeal to your Hearts, whether each of 
you have from the Time that the Hol 
(hoſt made you an e of the Flock. 
ot Chriſt, not incidentally mentioned thoſe 
great Truths preſcribed us by our Church z 
but made them the conſtant Subject of all 
your Diſcourſes; and inculcated them 
from your Hearts? You gave your Aſſent 
and Conſent to them, Have you preach'd 
them accordingly ? If not, enquire into the 
Motive and Spring of ſuch your Aſſent and 
Conſent, Have you (to be more particular) 
preached God the Father, as the Father of 
every Believer, ſhedding his love abroad in 
his Heart? Have you preached God the 
Son, as a preſent Saviour, as that Jeſus (a) 
that ſaves his People from their Sins now z 


(a) Mat. i. 21. 
* It was Juſt here that the right worſhipful the 
« 'rulnary, together with the Clergy, roſe up and left 


me tao finiſh my Diſcourſe to the Laky, 
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in order to ſave them from the Conſequence, 
from theWages of Sin hereafter ? Have you 

reach'd Him as the Mediator, whoſe Birth, 

ife, Death, Reſurrection and Aſcenſion are 
to have their preſent Effects on Believers ? 
Have you ſet Him forth as theImage of God 
to be form'd in their Hearts by Faithz as their 
Saviour, cic ro rare tothe uttermoſt, or into 
that which is al/perfe7? Have you preach'd the 
Holy Ghoſt as the Lord and Giver of Life; 
as giving Life to the Dead in Treſpaſſes and 
Sinsz and ſanctifying them Body, Soul, and 
Spirit? Have you labour'd more abundantly 
under Him to reprove your Flock of Un- 
belief and Sin; (5) to convince them of their 
miſerable and damnable State by Nature 
of that Original or Birth Sin, whereby they 
are altogether corrupt and abominable, full 
of Pride, of a rebellious Self- will, and all 
Uncleanneſs; and all this, (in love to their 
dying Souls) to apprize them of their «ter 
want of a Saviour? Have you fo recom- 
mended the Scriptures, as being only pol- 
ſible to be underſtood by the Ns of 
the Holy Ghoſt ? Have you inſtantly told 
your People: that they cannot turn or prepare 
themſclves for that Faith, whereby alone they 
muſt be ſaved z but that as it is God's Gift 
alone, (ed) It muſt be diligently fought by 


(8) John xvi, 8, 9. () Eph. il. 8. (%) Phil, i. 20. 
| C3 Prayer 
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Prayer? (e) Have you told them that all 
Works done before they have his Faith, 
all their natural, or barely moral Works 
without Faith, Grace, and the Love of 
God, have in them the Nature of Sin? (a) 
Have you been continually ſhewing them, 
that we are juſtify'd, that is, forgiven, and 
accounted Righteous before God, by Faith 
alone; and that the only Works pleaſing 
to God, and neceſſary, as its Fruits are, the 
_ grateful, loving Labours, or hearty, "a 
Actions of our Nature /o juſtify'd. To ſay 
no more z have you told them, that the 
true Faith is a ſure Truſt and Confidence in 
(od, that by the Merits of Chriſt our Sins 


are forgiven, and we reconcil d to the Favour 
of God, (J) 


2, That theſe fundamental Doctrines of 
the Reformation are not generally preach'd 
among us, is 700 notoriouſly true to be de- 
nied :+ And hence ariſes, without queſtion, 
the low Eſteem that our Articles and Home» 
ilics are in at this Day: Although tis ſure, 


(e) Mat, vii. 7, 11. | 

(a) Article 13th. | 

(a) Read the 1ſt. Part of Homily of good Works, 
annexed to Faith, | 

(b) See the 3d. Part of Homily of Salvation by Faith. 

+ This may be proved beyond Diſpute from Num- 
bers of the moſt celebrated Sermons within this laſt 
Century. 


they 
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they are as neceſſary to be read and expound- 
ed not, as when they were firſt ſet forth : 
The latter in particular, which are en- 
join'd to be not only ſubſcribed to, but 
preach*d, under the 35th. Article, And 
this I mention not ſo much to guard us ow 
againſt the /eſſer Errors of Popery, as againſt 
the greateſt of them All that which 
carries in its Forehead the Mark of Anti- 
chriſt, the Mark of the Beaſt z I mean that 
other Goſpel, Juſtification by a human or 
moral Righteouſneſs : For this is that dam- 
ning Unbelief —— This is THE SIN againſt 
the Goſpel of Chriſt : For indeed if Righ- 
teouſneſs come by the Law, then is Chrift 
dead in vain: Then is all our Preaching 
vain: Then is our Faith vainz Then are 
both we and our People yet in our Sins, 


3. But to return: Have we ſuch Tem- 
pers as become the Miniſters of Chriſt, and 
faithful Stewards of the Myſteries of God ? 
Are we Poor in Spirit? have we a deep 
feeling Senſe of our Spiritual Death, our in- 
ward Corruption ? Are we mourning after 
God ? Do our own Hearts ſo ſhew us the 
Unbeliefand Wickedneſs of the Ungodly,(a) 
as to cauſe us to beſeech our People to pray 
inſtantly for Faith, and to be cleanſed from 
all Filthineſs of Fleſh and Spirit? Are we gen- 


(a) Pla, xxxvi. 1. 


— 
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tle to all Men, quiet, patient, meek, long- 
ſuffering? Are we athirſt for God? Do we 
hunger and long after his Salvation? Are 
we full of Bowels of Mercies? loving to 
one another, yea all Mankind, as Chriſt 
loved us? Are we pure in Heart, not loving 
the World, neither the Things of the World, 
neither its Honours, nor Riches, nor Va- 
nities: But loving the Lord our God with 
all our Hearts, being always happy in Him, 
rejoicing in Him evermore, praying to 
Him without ceaſing; and in every Thing 
giving Thanks, more eſpecially in being 
perſecuted for his Name's Sake? 


4. Is this Spirit our Spirit? or is that 
Mind in us which was alſo in Chriſt Jeſus () 


Are we dead (the proper Effect of Bap- 


tiſm) (c) and is our Life hid with Chriſt in 
God d) Are we crucifyd unto the World, 


and the World crucify\d unto us? And in a 


Word, are our Lives anſwerable to theſe 
Tempers? If ſo; whence this Ambition? 
this courting the World? This labouring 
after Honours and Preferments? Whence 
this hungering and thirſting after rich Li- 
vings, after Lordſhip and Title and Domi- 


nion? Do we heap Living upon Living in 
Proof of our being cruciß d to the World? Do 


(6) Phil. ii. 5. (e) Read the 6th. to Rom. and 


Col. ii, i2\ (% Col. iii. 3. 
| we 


& 
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we take this State upon ourſelves in obedience 
to that Command of Him, whom we call 
our Maſter, * IT sHALL NOT BR 80 
« AMONG You,' but whoſoever will be Chief 
among you, let him beyour Miniſter, whoſoever 
will be great among you let bim be your Servant? 


5. Indeed, my Brethren, howſoever many 
may have thought that the Goſpel muſt 
ſubmit to Times and Scaſons, and be accom- 
modated to the Modes and Faſhions of the 
Ages it paſſes thro' : From the Beginning 
it was not ſo: No, nor ever ſhall be. The 
Goſpel, like its divine Author, is the ſame 
Yeſterday, to Day, and for ever; the ever- 
lifting Goſpel,(a) one unchangeable Truth, 
So that if it was once neceſſary to loſe our 
Life in order to fave It: If Mortification and 
Self. abaſement, or Self-denial were ever 
neceſſary to the Death of Nature, in order 
to its Reſurrection with Chriſt, they are ne- 
ceſſary ſtil]: If once it was neceſſary for 


thoſe who deſired to fit on his right Hand 


and on his left in his Kingdom, to drink 
of the Cup, which He drank of; it is ne- 
ceſſary till in one Degree or other. This 
is till a faithful Say ing (which St. Paul once 
ſpake to a Dignitary in the Church) F we 
be dead with Him, we ſhall alſo live with Him; 


if we ſuffer, we ſpall alſo reign with Him: But 
if 


(a) Rev. xiv, 6. 


if we deny Him, he will alſo deny us (b) Nay, 
our Lord himſelf puts it in ſtronger Words, 
Whoſoever will deny me before Men, him will 


T alſo deny before my Father which is in Hea- 


ven. (c) 


6. But ſome Men will ay « At this 
© Rate how ſhall we ſupport the Dignity 


and Credit of the Goſpel?” Non tali auxilio. 
Let us but preach the Word; and God will 
look to the Event. Is this the Power that 
ſupported the Goſpel, when it flouriſhed moſt, 
under all the Diſcountenance of the World? 
But what do you mean by theſe Words? 
What do you underftand by the Credit of 


the Goſpel? A great Living? or two or 
three?. or Honour, and Title, and Equi- 


page? Why, has the Author of the Goſj 

taught you to ſupport theſe? Or tne Go pel 
by theſe 2: Did he not ſay, IT sRaLL noT 
BE so? Did not the Chief of his Apoſtles 


utterly renounce all theſe, deteſt and abhor 


them; and cry out, God forbid that I ſhould 


glory ſave in the Croſs of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt? 


7. O My Brethren, let us know that 


theſe Things cannot be in the Heart, where 
Jeſus Chriſt is form'd. (a) (o Let us know 


(6) 2 Tim. ii. 11, 12. (c) Mat, x. 33. 
(a) Gal. iv. 19. (3) Eph. iii. 17. 


that 
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that theſe worldly Maxims are deadly Poiſon 
to the Religion of Chriſt; that as the Life 
of Chriſt is peculiarly our Pattern, ſo never 
can we ſupport the Dignity of our Cha- 
racters, but by an utter Renunciation of 
the World; all its Wiſdom, Tempers, 
Pleaſures, Honours ; and by denying our- 
ſelves, and taking up our Croſs daily, and 
following Him. As it is both our Duty 
and Intereſt conſtantly to watch over our 


own Hearts, fo let us be continually jealous 


of them (for they are deceitful above all 
Things) leſt we be beguiled thereby : And 
let us be jealous alſo of the World, know- 


ing that its Prince, (a) and its Great Ones, 


are combined to make us unfaithful to our 
Lord: That he bribes us with the Smiles 
of the Rich and Great (generally ſpeaking ) 
only to countenance their Infidelity and un- 
godly Practices, to decoy us into ſervile 
Compliances, unbecoming the Ambaſſadors 
of Chriſt ; (5) and into a bale betraying the 
Intereſts of our Maſter. O! Let us beg of 
God to give us ſo firm a Dependence on 
Him, that theſe Worldly Dependencies in- 
ſnare us not into Unfaithfulne/s of any 
Kind- Such a Meaſure of filial Fear in 
our Hearts, that we may never fear the 


Faces of Men And ſuch ſpiritual Wiſ- 


(a) John xiv. (5) 2 Cor. v. 20. 
dom 


and Underſtanding, that sur Eye. 


| Fs pierce thro all the Devices of the Enemy. 


8. To conclude, has favs we to do, 
but without any Regard to our pleaſing or 
diſpleaſing Men (tho? indeed if we yet 
pleaſe Men we are not Servants of Chrift)(c) 
* ly to deliver this Meſſage, He par- 

neth and abſolveth, or forgivetb all them 
« that truly repent, and unfeignedly believe 
« His holy Goſpel?” And thus while we have 
a ſingle Eye to the Diſcharge of our Duty; 
the Dzgnity of our Office will be abundantly 
ſecured. Men-twill efteem us very bighly in love 
for our Wark? s Sate. They will bleſs God for 
us, as having been the happy Inſtruments in 
his Hands of turning them from Darkneſs to 
Light, and from the Power of Satan unto 
God, that they together with us might receiue 
the Forgiveneſs of their Sins, and an Inberi- 
tance among them that are ſanftify'd by Faith 
eobich-is in Chriſt, To Him with the Fa- 


ther and the Holy. Spirit be aſcribed all 


Honour and Glory, Power and Praiſe, 
Might, Majeſty and Dominion, bath now 
and for evermore, Amen, 5: 0 

(c) Gal. i. 10, EC 7) 


* 


NIS. 


